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The Japan Society of Developmental Biologists has a long history, but the fact that

younger members freely and actively debate and discuss various issues is one of
our special characteristics.
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‘The Association is actively working to communicate the appeal and importance of
developmental biology by holding workshops for high school science teachers and
delivering lectures to junior/high school, and by offering digital images on our website
and so on. | think itis crucial to do this not just for accountability or as an obligation to
contribute to society but, regardless of what form it takes, to communicate that we
scientists are enjoying developmental biology and to get young people o sense that.
On the other hand, it will not be possible to preserve the quality of the discipline with
only *enjoyment" and *appeal.” Critical questions in the session at meetings and
friendly competition are also an important tradition of this society.
Now, I would like to call on all members to work together to make JSDB a place that
once again fosters a culture in which people are able to enjoy science in an intense
atmosphere. We board members share this objective and will ensure that this wil
happen gradually. | invite you to see the changes in the annual meeting to be held
this year in Tsukuba (Hiroshi Wada, Chair), the annual meeting to be held next year
in Kumamoto (Akira Nakamura, Chair), and the following meetings. In addition,
thanks to the cooperation of many of our members, we have provided the "Summer
Symposium" and *Autumn Symposium" as places for young researcher organized in
different format from the annual meetings. For these events as well, we will look back
on our original objectives and reconsider how these events should be held to
stimulate young members more efficiently
There are now calls for the promotion of globalization at universities and other
educational and research institutions. By the initiative of the past president of JSDB
Shinichi Aizawa who recognized the importance of globalization earlier, we started to
promote the interaction with overseas developmental societies more actively and at
the same time, we introduced English as a common language for annual meetings.
‘The immediate past president, Kiyokazu continued and expanded these efforts and
50 far, we have organized binational joint meetings with several foreign countries
such as UK and France. Some JSDB members were positive but others were not,
particularly about holding our annual meetings in English. However, | think
because of these pioneering efforts that JSDB today is recognized as one of leading
ties that is open to the i community and | willinherit the
initiatives of our past presidents. | think that globalization is of crucial importance, not
o catch up with Europe and the United States, but rather to show the unique ideas.
and approaches of the developmental biology in Japan to other countries. | plan to
continue to pursue globalization while considering the real advantages to our
members. From September 11th through the 14th of this year, the Asia-Pacific
Developmental Biology Network (APDBN), which JSDB played a major role in
establishing, will hold a meeting in China (Xian). Details will be posted on our website
in the near future, and | hope that many members wil attend.

s

The Japan Society of Developmental Biologists is also presenting to the world the
research journal “Development, Growth and Differentiation” (DGD). In January,
2003 Professor Sadao Yasugi of the Tokyo Metropolitan University took over as
editor in chief of this project and we are already anticipating great things of this
Journal. Factors contributing to its increased reputation as a journal are not only
limited to ts increasing impact factor but also to special citations of our papers,
when referenced, above other journals. This means we are producing articles of
worth and merit. | have also served as editor in chief of DGD and it was our
members’ submissions that were of most benefit to us. | would like our members to
actively submit to DGD. Under the present editor in chief the abilly to receive
submissions electronically is currently being arranged. By turning to color and
electronic submissions | feel that from now DGD will have considerable global
growth. However, | am already confident that this journal is a quality one due to the
individual contributions of our members.
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